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It's often a better experience (by my subjective opinion as a software developer) to store the activation files as raw sector rips. The reason being that to activate at the moment, you can just put the ISO or another disc in your drive and you can even boot it and install even without an OS. And not to mention that it's much easier to extract files from a disc rip or burn to a CD/DVD (since you can drag and drop the files on an ISO file) than to extract
the activation files from the BIOS/HICD so you can reinstall Windows. Before you proceed, please be aware that you will need to have the installation ISO of Windows 8.1 as well as the available BIOS/HICD/HICD2/HICD9 installation files as well as your bootable CD/DVD of Windows 8.1. How to do it? First, download and extract the ISO from Microsoft directly and place it on your working drive. Then place the other installation files on the
same drive. Finally, place your Windows 8.1 HICD on your CD/DVD and boot it. Once you're done, it should look something like this: Now you're ready to activate your license and place the activation files on your HICD/BIOS/HICD2/HICD9. You can use any of those available options (I can't remember anymore) but they all lead to the same activation method, so you should be fine with any of them. After placing the activation files on your

HICD, restart your PC and press F8 or Del or whatever key your PC has to bring you to the BIOS menu. Once in the BIOS menu, press F12 for the Boot menu and select the second option, which is Advanced Options/Features. Once in the Advanced Options/Features menu, press F9 for the Boot Menu and select the option that says Boot from HIDD or CD-R. And that's it! Windows 8.1 should now be activated. Notes: Just for the record, don't go
with Activation method #4 which is the one that you can store the activation files as raw sector rips. While this method works for Windows 8, it will fail to activate Windows 8.1 since this requires the activation files to be extracted from the BIOS/HICD which will fail due to the difference in the BIOS 3e33713323
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